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Patients queue to 
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Patients holding health care or pensioner cards 
are usually referred by the school dental service or 
Dental Health Services for possible orthodontic 
treatment. These patients are screened to see if they 
meet the criteria for the government subSidy based on 
dental health needs and moderate to severe aesthetic 
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W aiting lists for WA children seeking publicly
funded orthodontic treatment have been 
slashed from three years to zero, thanks to the 

dedication of dental staff and students who have given 
up their Saturdays to run extra clinics at the Oral Health 
Centre ofWA. 

The Faculty has expanded into yet another area of health education and research with a professorial 
appointment and postgraduate degrees in nursing. . 
From its early days ofeducating future doctors and dentists, the Faculty now also teaches health science, 

public health, postgraduate physiotherapy and podiatric medicine and, from next year, postgraduate nursing. 
Professor Judith Finn is the new Chair in Nursing Research, a joint professorial appointment between the 
Faculty and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital (SCGH). continued page 8 



The inspiration lop 18118 
Professor Bruce Robertson was camping on a family holiday down south when the 
tsunami struck in Indonesia in 2004. 
As he heard news of the death toll rising at an alarming rate, stripping parents and 
relatives from children, he imagined the effects on the orphaned youngsters. 
"I sat on the edge of the camp bed weeping for those kids;' he said. 
"When you think about 'loving your neighbour; Indonesia is about as close as a 
neighbour could be to WA - in fact the tsunami wave rolled down our coast:' 
Hoping he could put his skills as a physician and training in tropical medicine 
to good use, Professor Robinson did not hesitate to volunteer to help. He quickly 
learnt the Indonesian language so he could work with an Indonesian relief team at 
the coal face of the tsunami destruction, moving up and down the coast, sleeping 
in tents in the villages. 
His two-week stint in Banda Aceh was his inspiration for establishing ISTIH when 
he returned to Perth. 
"What struck me was that rol'ling your sleeves up and working in a team makes you 
feel good but only achieves a little;' he said. "I felt that strengthening their training 
would achieve a lot more. I knew I had an 'unselfish' Medical School and a Dean 
(Professor Ian Puddey) and UWA Vice--Chancellor (Professor Alan Robson) who 
are very noble, strategic and innovative. 
"Indeed, they very quickly saw the need and the possibilities of ways we could help. 
Had they not seen it, it wouldn't have happened:' 
Their support was unhesitating and unremitting. 
Since the tsunami, Professor Robinson has travelled to Indonesia five times to 
volunteer his medical services and rovit\e trainin . -I (oth ~Qunders 


